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'S A LAIRD'S LIFE

Luxury deer-stalking in Scotland gives Damian Whitworth an
insight into another world — that of the Russian billionaire

PHOTOGRAPHS DAVID TOBIN

For an hour after we leave the path we cdaw our way along the told that after a day’s practice I would be ready to attempt a kill. At
vertiginous mountainside. As we pause to scan the valley for signs of this distance, I feel sure even I couldn’t miss. “He knows there’s some-
our prey, I ding to a clump of coarse grass as I attempt to control my thing here, but can't see us vet” Rowantree hisses.

panting and steady the scope. The head stalker, Niall Rowantree, who The rifle remains in its case. Shooting was never my intention.
has been bounding ahead of me with the sure- I couldn' kill such a wonderful creature, although I

footedness of an alpine goat, is breathing easily.
We creep onwards. I have detected no sign of
the herd of red deer we had spotted earlier, but
Rowantree seems to know where he is going. We
scramble over rocks and then he turns and places
a finger to his lips. He beckons me forward:
“Straight ahead, 25 yards.” My heart is galloping as
I peek over a boulder. There, staring straight at me,
rigidly alert and sniffing the air, is a magnificent

appreciate the need to cull deer. But as the stag turns
and trots off, I appreciate the truth of Rowantrees
comment that in these davs of high-performance
rifles, “the approach is where the sport is”,

Stalking is something I had always wanted to
try, and doing exactly what you want, where you
want, is the whole point of Scotland’s most exclusive
tourism packages. I was part of a small group
sampling the sort of luxurious weekend laid on for

stag. | hardly dare breathe. I feel like an animal. American tycoons, Russian billionaires and the new
Earlier in the day, with a sniper’ rifle. I man- Damian Whitworth goes deer- breed of Asian high-rollers.

aged to put two out of four shots into a four-inch stalking (top), and whisky- Husband and wife David and Holly Tobin have

circle in the middle of a target at 100 metres. [ was tasting at Corrour Lodge (above) launched Dream Escapes, a bespoke travel agent for >






